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In the mo age, the character yan (E/=), is usually

understood to me rock, crag, or cliff. A reading of the travel diaries of Xu

“Xiake, alongside earlier writings by other authors, however, reveals ihé
frequency with which this word was ’rradiiibnally used in another sense, that of
rock shelters. Undersiandring the distinction between rock shelters and caves
enables us to see how Xu Xiake's observations during the late Ming period
relate to the larger picture of Chinese attitudes to the natural environment. In this

way, we can reach a fuller appreciation of Xu's cave aesthetics.
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